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Thursday, April 16, 2020 @ AT HOME! 

Wet Fly / Non - Social Gathering:  6:00PM 

Dinner (what you make)/ General Meeting:  7:00PM 

The President’s Corner: 
By: Bill Keeler 

 

I Am Grateful 
 
I am grateful for so many things these days, I am disappointed it has taken such a turn of events to 
remind me.   
 
I am grateful for all of us to have a chance to slow down.  Now, let us be clear, this retirement thing is 
pretty slow.  A few years ago, I went from being employed and away from home >50% of the time, to 
living in the same house as my wife.  I really slowed down when I retired.  My wife describes 
retirement as “twice the husband and half the paycheck.”  And now they tell me I cannot go fishing?  
She loves me SO much! 
The truth of the matter, our having to slow down has many benefits.  I hear tales of dolphins in the 
canals of Venice, Italy.  My son tells me that they saw stars in Seattle on a clear sky.  We hear frogs in 
our neighborhood.  My daughter organized a daily yoga session for the family on ZOOM.  I found 
time to connect with people I have not heard from in a while.  However, I still have too many emails 
in my Inbox, have weeds to pull in the beds and my wife wants to paint the livingroom, YIKES! 
 
I am very grateful for my fly fishing tribe.  I have been a member of various organizations, but this 
group is more of a lifestyle.  I have so many people that I can reach to for answers to my questions, 
recommendaitons on locations, flies, techniques and equipment for this thing we call fly fishing.  I 
have learned that some people measure their fish in pounds…..huh?  I have had people tell me that 
my net is too small to gather the caught fish.  I have so much to learn!  Honestly, being able to meet 

APRIL MEETING 

 



 
 

An Active Member Club of the Fly Fishers International 
 

with the community, learn about the sport, learn about each other, enjoy a drink around a campfire, 
is very special.  I am grateful that you allow me to hang out with you. 
 
I have always been appreciative of the first responders in our lives, but this has never been more 
obvious to me now.  These folks are faced with an unimagineable task to look after some very ill 
people.  Everyday, all day, with no near term relief.  The medical personnel in the hospitals and on 
the emergency response teams are face to face with an unknown threat, they do not know if they are 
adequately protected from that threat.  Yet, they work endless hours and days to save lives.  Many 
cannot go home to their families. 
Carl Hendricks is an amzing person.  We all know Carl has tons of energy, is game for just about any 
adventure and does things at work that most of us consider to be dangerous.  He inspect bridges.  He 
works in adverse weather, hangs off things, has to wear fall protection and flotation devices – crazy, I 
say!  Oh, on his time off, he serves as a volunteer firefighter for the South Whatcom County Fire 
Department – he runs INTO burning buildings!  You see, Carl is one of these selfless people that 
does things for us that we look past every day.  He takes care of us when we are not watching and he 
never asks for an acknowledgement. 
Some of our heros are even further removed from the limelight.  On a ‘normal day’ many people rely 
on their meals delivered to them at home.  Many of the meal delivery persons are done with chasing 
kids to/from school, done with that four lettered word – WORK and have some free time on their 
hands….just like us!  However, they are the most vulnerable to the COVID-19 virus, many of the 
drivers should and must stay home.  One of our own, Ann Bodl-Nash stepped up.  Ann and her 
husband Rick are in that targeted demographic that should limited their contact with others, but they 
left the safety of their home to deliver meals to people in need.  WOW! A hero is defined as a person 
who is admired or idealized for courage, outstanding achievement or noble qualities. 
I cannot thank those that have stepped up in this time of need.  I am grateful for your deep 
commitment to help others, even when you jeopardize your our safety.   
 
You see, I am grateful for a lot of things just now.  Take time to listen for the frogs, look at the stars 
and call an old friend.  Whether you need it or not, call Scott Willison at the Confluence Fly Shop and 
order some new fly tying material.  For lunch today, call the Rockfish Grill in Anacortes and tell Allen 
Rhoades you will have a wood fired pizza and a growler of beer to go. If we do not support these 
businesses now, they will not be here later.  Find a way to say thank you to the many, many, many 
folks that are on the front lines, we are lucky to have them. 
 
Be safe and be well. 
 
 

Upcoming Events:  

All Fidalgo Fly Fishing outings and events are cancelled until further notice. 
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For the tying bench: 
 

 
Little Stone's Chum Baby 

Hook:   Daiichi 2546 # 6 or 8 (Crush Barbs) 

Bead:   1/8" Gold (smaller when tying on size 8 hooks) 

Thread:  Olive   

Body:   Holographic Mylar Tinsel, Medium, Silver 

Ribbing:  Silver Wire, Fine to Medium. 

Wing:   Fox Squirrel Tail, Natural 

Topping:  Two Peacock herl tips 

Collar:  Peacock Herl, two brushy herls, twist roped to the thread  

This fly took several years to develop and was originally intended to be used primarily as an 
imitation of an Chum Salmon Fry during the "early" season on our local beaches: April, May and 
June. But as people began to use it more often we discovered that this fly would produce Sea Run 
Cutthroat action at any time of year. During the early weeks of April to May I tie it with a short wing, 
not to extend much behind the bend of the hook. And I will tie some up on size 8 hooks too. But by 
later May and into June I will have that wing extended well back behind the #6 hook, to emulate the 
growth of the local Chum Fry. This fly has a lot of density for its overall size and it should be tied 
sparse to allow it to be translucent and to sink. Presented with a nine foot leader and floating line one 
can manipulate this fly to drift deep or just skim the surface, depending upon the desired effect. In 
faster tidewater this fly excels as it cuts through the current easily without being too bulky. A very 
easy fly to cast and fish. Most of our fish take this fly on a slow swing. I just wanted a Sea Run 
Cutthroat pattern that would be easy and simple to tie and that would fish well. As it turned out the fly 
worked remarkably well for me and my guests, and I began sharing it with people around Puget 
Sound. Now the "Chum Baby" has found its way into many Puget Sound regional fly shops and 
anglers fly boxes, has taken Steelhead, Salmon, Rainbows, Browns, Dollies and Bull Trout and more, 
and it is also being used in other parts of the country for other species from Alaskan Arctic Grayling 
to Florida Tarpon.  
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Thompson River Caddis  
 
Recipe: 
Hook:  Partridge, low water, #4 
Thread: Black 3/0 monochord (Deene uses 6/0 green-grey & yellow dubbing loop.) 
Tail: none 
Body:  watery green angora or light olive & white mixed 4:1 angora   
Legs:  Moose body hair 
Wing:  Pheasant body feather, green phase 
Head: Moose body hair, spun and clipped; black thread & head cement 
 
Formula: 
1.  Using 6/0 green-grey thread, tie-on behind the hook eye and wrap back to the bend; 
2.  Use the green-grey thread to tie-in a dubbing loop of 6/0 light yellow thread, add the mixed 
angora, spin the loop, and wrap the dubbing forward to 3/16 in. of the hook eye; 
3.  Tie the green phase pheasant body feather on top of the hook, so it extends to the hook bend or 
slightly short of it; 
4.  Cut about ¼ in. of moose body hair, stack it to even the ends, hold it on top of the hook, take two 
soft (light tension) thread wraps over it, pull upward on the thread in a oblique motion to roll or spin 
the hair with one hand while using the other to aid the rotation; 
5.  Make another wrap of thread and pull downward hard to flair the front of the moose hair; 
6.  Make one or two thread wraps back toward the fly body to pull the hair closer to the body; then 
wrap the thread forward, weaving it between the moose hair butt ends to the bare hook about 1/8 in. 
back for the eye; 
7.  Tie-off the green-grey thread with a couple of half-hitches and tie-on black thread; 
8.  Clip the butt ends of the moose hair top and bottom as shown to form the head; and 
9.  Wrap the black thread to complete the head, whip finish, and apply head cement. 
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March Brown Dry  

• Fly Tying Recipe:  
• Hook: Standard dry-fly hook (here a Mustad 94840), sizes 10-14. 
• Thread: Olive, 6/0 or 140 denier. 
• Wing: Wood-duck feather. 
• Tail: Brown hackle fibers. 
• Body: Fawn-colored rabbit-fur dubbing. 
• Hackle: Brown and grizzly hackle. 
• Head: Tying thread. 

 
 
 

 

 
Planned Presentation for 2020 
By: Steve Thompson 
 

• 21 May 2020 – Dave McCoy – “Fly Fishing in Western Washington” 
• 17 September 2020 – LeLand Miyawaki – “PNW Sea-run Cutthroat” 
• 15 October 2020 – TBD 
• 19 November 2020 – Member Presentations 

Disclaimer:  All speakers and topics are subject to change.  However, I am blessed to have several 
members who have offered to share their experiences – thank you! 
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Pictures of the Month: 
By: Bill Keeler 
 

 

 
 
 


