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Thursday, January 21th – Zoom Meeting 

Wet Fly / Social Gathering:  6:00PM 

Dinner / General Meeting:  7:00PM 

The President’s Corner: 
By: Bill Keeler 
 

Welcome to 2021 
Hello from the joys of a new year.  As Captain Obvious would say, “2020 was quite the year.” 

I am a glass half full kind of guy and I had some pretty cool experiences last year.  Firsts for me include: 

• Serve as President for the Fidalgo Fly Fishers (FFF) 
• Bomb my first joke as President of the FFF 
• Witness the creation of the new website for the FFF 
• Fish local lakes for the first time – Heart, Big Twin and Lone Lakes 
• Fish the Methow River 
• Use Zoom for meetings – I can see your faces and hear your voices 
• Fished several beaches for Sea Run Cutthroat Trout (SRC) 
• Caught a SRC on my first day 
• Witnessed the creation and development of the FFF Fly Tying Subcommittee 
• Fished with Carl, Dan F., Boshie, John B., and Les 
• Floated/fished the Skagit River 
• Fished the Nooksack River for Chum 
• Welcome new members Janet, Warren, Les and Craig 

We had our first FFF Board Meeting this week and I am reminded how lucky I am to serve with Steve, Pete, Mark, 
Robin and now Phil.  It seems like just yesterday when Jim Paget asked me to join the Board.  Ryan Johnson lied as 
he told me how easy it would be and Tim Cooley left for Italy – thank goodness Robin stepped in! 

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING – ZOOM 
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The Board is committed to stay engaged, support continuity and look for ways to improve.  We will toy with ways 
to improve our Zoom meetings, provide interesting and thoughtful presentations and look for ways that we can 
gather in the coming months.  We’ll search for ways to optimize how we manage, communicate and share with 
those in the club and hope that we continue to attract new members in various ways.  I look forward to 2021 for 
many reasons and hope you will join me in my optimism.   

Be safe and see you soon. 

 
Zoom Meeting: 
By: Bill Keeler 

 
General meeting on January 21 2021 starting with the Wet Fly social at 6pm and the business 
meeting getting underway at about 6:30pm.   
 
Robin LaRue - Will tie an Elk Hair Caddis pattern during the Wet Fly session. 
 
Bruce Freet - Will deliver a program on Smith River, Montana.   
 
I’ll be sending out the meeting invite, agenda and Zoom log in information very soon. 
  

 
Smith River, Montana: 
By: Bruce Freet 
 

Smith River, Montana 
A 59-Mile Float and Flyfishing trip of a Lifetime 

 
 
The Smith River is nestled between the Big and Little Belt Mountains in Lewis and Clark National Forest, 
just east of the Missouri River.  The 59-mile, four night-five day raft float trip takes you through the 
scenic canyons of the Smith River State Park and in native Westslope Cutthroat Trout territory.  The only 
public access is by a permit lottery system through the Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks.  In 2006, 
Richard Raisler and I entered the lottery, and I was a lucky winner.  We assembled a group of four other 
Fidalgo Fly Fishers, Deene Almvig, Dan Ballard, John Freeman, and Robin LaRue, and the planning for 
our Do-It-Yourself (DIY) trip of a lifetime began because once you leave the “put-in” or launch ramp you 
have entered a wilderness with no turning back!  Now, we provide you with our photo journal, how to 
apply for the lottery, flyfishing tips, and other valuable DIY facts in hopes that we can inspire others in 
our Club to float and fish the Smith River.  You should have one person per raft with at least intermediate 
rowing skills. 
 
The Westslope Cutthroat trout love dry flies, and you can fish the various current seams while rafting or 
wade at any stop along the way.  The flies of choice were the Elk Hair Caddis, Stimulator imitating a 
Golden Stonefly, Grasshopper and bead head Pheasant Tail dropper fly, Royal Wulff, morning with 
Tricos or Blue Morning Duns, Parachute Adams, etc.  The lower part of the river has Brown trout and wet 
flies such as sculpin patterns may be more effective.   
A 5 wt. 9 ft. fly rod and reel with a floating fly line will be perfect. 
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From Mount Vernon, Washington to White Sulphur Springs, Montana (the last town before the Baker 
Camp “put-in”) is about 725 miles one-way using U.S. Highway 90.  We stayed overnight in Missoula, 
bought perishable groceries there, and drove to Helena (Hwy. 12), White Sulphur Springs (Hwy. 12/89), 
and Baker Camp the next day.  We camped at Baker Camp, our rafts arrived, and we were packed and 
floating down the Smith River before noon. 
 
Permit holders will be contacted two days prior to the launch date to complete the registration process, 
which includes declaring your campsites and paying floating fees.  Camping is in designated campsites 
only and you must declare where you will stay each night.  We camped at Scotty Allen, Sunset Cliffs, 
Upper Table Rock, and Upper Givens Gulch.  There are 27 campsites along the 59 miles of river, but you 
also need to cover about 12 miles per day. 
 
Applicants for the float permit lottery can apply online (https://ols.fwp.mt.gov).  The cost is $60 per 
person for non-residents; however, if your application is not drawn, $50 will be refunded.  For example, if 
you decide on a party of six as we did, everyone can apply for the same dates.  If one person draws a 
permit, they can invite as many as 15 people to join their party.  The float fee will be $60 non-resident per 
person.  You can also pay $5 per chance at a Super Permit, which will enable you to go on any date.  For 
2021, float permit applications will be accepted between January 4th and February 15th, and the permit 
drawing will occur on February 23rd.  Successful applicants will be notified via email with the permit and 
packet of detailed information attached for downloading.  The Super Permit application period is January 
4th to April 1st, 2021 with the drawing on April 2nd.  Also see http://stateparks.mt.gov/smith-river/ . 
 
Almost all the equipment can be rented from Montana River Outfitters (MRO) in Great Falls, MT at 
406.761.1677 or http://greatfallsrafting.com .  They have a list of camping and flyfishing equipment as 
well as a deluxe rental that includes food and ice chests.  We used the 14 ft. self-bailer raft with rowing 
frame and a bow swivel seat ($3/day extra) with PFDs ($5/day extra).  The raft is $295 for two rafts per 
day including delivery, set-up, and drop-off.  Drop-off means that you simply leave the rafts and any other 
equipment at the end of your float trip at Eden Bridge and they pick them up.  They will even shuttle your 
vehicles for $120 each.  Of course, these prices are slightly higher than we paid in 2006, but our total cost 
per person was about $1,000 for everything (food, gas, motel, rafts, etc.).  Do not miss a DIY opportunity 
of a lifetime to float, flyfish, and meander through the scenic canyons of the Smith River. 
 
References: 
“Smith River, MT; The Finest Roulette Wheel” by Jeff Erickson, Northwest Fly Fishing magazine, 
Summer 2003; pages 46 to 53. 
 
“A Huck Finn Fantasy; Floating Montana’s Smith River” by Paul Guersey, Fly Rod & Reel magazine, 
May/June 1997; pages 52 to 55 and 83 to 85. 
 
A Death in Eden: A Sean Shranahan Mystery by Keith McCafferty. 2018. Penguin Books. 
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Fly of the Month: 
By: Robin LaRue 
 

ELK HAIR CADDIS 

Originator Al Troth 

 

Hook: Standard Dry Fly Size 12 to 18 

Thread: Tan 6/0 

Rib:  Fine Gold or Copper Wire 

Body: Brown Fur or Synthetic Dubbing 

Hackle: Brown or Ginger (dry) Palmered over body 

Wing: Tan Elk Hair, cleaned and stacked 

 

The Elk Hair Caddis is an excellent searching fly, as it resembles the general form or shape of an adult 
caddis or stone fly.  Al Troth a famous Pennsylvania and Montana fly tier and guide created the Elk Hair 
Caddis in 1957.  He originally used the fly to fish on creeks or streams in eastern Pennsylvania. The 
hackle in combination with the elk hair allows the fly to float very well in rough water streams.  The Elk 
Hair Caddis can be used as an indicator fly when fished with a dropper fly such as a Hare’s Ear Nymph.   

I have fished this fly on several Montana streams with success.  I found the fly to be very successful on a 
five day float trip on the Smith River near White Sulphur Springs in Montana. The light colored wing 
provides good visibility when fished in the late afternoon or evening. 

The Elk Hair Caddis is a dry fly pattern that seems to be best when fished in turbulent water. Fish the fly 
using a standard dry fly presentation (dead drift) targeting fast water seams or slower water adjacent to the 
fast water.  I have used this fly, in size 14 or 16 to imitate Chironomid adults hatching in still water lakes.  
When fished in Stillwater it is best to clip the body hackle flat along the underside of the fly, this allows 
the fly to float lower in the water surface. 
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Important Note - Dues: 
By: Mark Gilmore 

 
How to pay their 2021 dues since we're not physically meeting!   
 
For those who did not participate in the club's November meeting via Zoom, a proposal was made that 
members' 2020 dues be rolled over to cover 2021 as well.  This proposal was accepted by the members in 
attendance, meaning we will not be collecting dues until the November 2021 timeframe for the 2022 club 
year.  Have a great day. 
 
 
Upcoming Events: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FFF General Meeting:  21 Jan’21 via Zoom 

• Guest Fly Tyer – Robin LaRue – Elkhair Caddis 
• Presenter – Bruce Freet – Smith River, MT 

FFF Board Meeting:  4 Feb’21 via Zoom 

FFF General Meeting:  18 Feb’21 via Zoom 

• Guest Fly Tyer – Robin LaRue 
• Presenter – Robin LaRue – the History of FFF 

FFF Board Meeting:  4 Mar’21 via Zoom 

FFF General Meeting:  18 Mar’21 via Zoom 

• Guest Fly Tyer – Mark Raisler 
• Presenter – Scott Willison – Euro Nymphing 
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New Members – Welcome! 
By: Steven Thompson 
 
BIO of Les Brooks:  

I am a Fidalgo Island resident, living here since 2006.  I lived 
in the  
Anacortes area previously from 1955-1960 and again from 
1975-1985. 
I have lived in many parts of the United States as part of my 
profession, which was primarily industrial and public 
infrastructure heavy construction.   My education is 
Mechanical Engineering from Purdue University and an MBA.  
 
I have fished most of my life wherever I have lived, using a fly 
rod and yes, spin casting and trolling.  I like salt water fishing 
and stream fishing, but have also enjoyed quality lakes like 
Pass Lake.  
 
I got interested in fly fishing around 1958 at Boy Scout Camp 
on Silver Lake in Whatcom County.  I learned the basics of 
casting there during the summer that I was on camp staff there.  
I followed up by teaching  
myself very basic fly tying from a book. When my family was transferred to the St Louis, MO area where 
I lived during high school and college there wasn’t much opportunity to use a fly rod and I didn’t  
pursue fly fishing until I took a job in the southeast where it was fun to fish some of the nearby Georgia 
trout streams and the ponds in  
South Carolina. In all the years since it has been hit or miss fishing depending on where I was living and 
working. 
 
When I retired in 1998 my wife and I cruised for 8 years on our sailboat, from Alaska down the coast 
through Central America, through the canal and around the Caribbean a couple of times.  When arthritis 
slowed us down, we returned to Anacortes and built our home.  Now I  
have time to concentrate on fly fishing again. 
 
I have very much enjoyed several outings with Fidalgo Fly Fishers as a guest and would hope to be 
accepted as a new member.   
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BIO of Craig Edwards:  

I was born in Kansas, moved to Bellevue when I started high 
school, then I attended the U of Washington and San Jose State 
to become an electrical engineer.  I worked in California for a 
few years, spent most of my working career in the medical field 
near Seattle and then moved to Skagit County after retirement. I 
am married with two adult children and two grandchildren all of 
which live nearby so we are very lucky! 

My interest in fishing started with my father. In Kansas we 
would go fishing in rivers and small creeks for catfish and carp. 
When we moved to Washington State my father and I fished for 
trout, salmon and winter steelhead and I was hooked. Wow what 
a difference compared to catfish!  

As an adult I continued to go fishing and eventually made it to 
Canada and Alaska and had a Rogue River type drift boat for 
winter steelhead.  But other priorities limited my fishing and 
some years I didn't even get a license.   I knew I wanted to learn to fly fish too but I knew I did know 
much about fly fishing. After arriving in Skagit County a few years ago, I met a member of the FFF and 
learned about the club, but I was busy remodeling the house we bought.  Early this year, I attended the 
fly-fishing class at Skagit Valley College that FFF teaches (thanks to Bruce and all the other instructors). 
Now that my remodel project is over, I am really looking forward to fly fishing often.  

So far this year, I have been fly fishing for both trout and salmon in fresh and salt water and will start 
fishing for winter steelhead soon! Over time, I have high hopes that I can catch some salmon and 
steelhead in the nearby rivers and some trout in saltwater. I look forward to being an active member of the 
FFF. 
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BIO of Warren Carr:  

I grew up in California in a family with six 
children. I was the third in line, but the oldest 
son. Dad made sure we all had opportunities 
to learn fishing skills, so I was netting trout 
at a young age. Spinning gear was what Dad 
knew so that’s what I fished with until taking 
the class at SV College earlier this year.  

While I was away at college (BS/BA, SDSU) 
in the early seventies my Dad and younger 
brother discovered fly fishing and got into 
tying and building rods, in addition to 
casting. I heard the stories and always 
thought I would enjoy the sport, but never 
explored it until recently. And so glad I did. 
It kind of took me by surprise, including the 
fly tying, which I never would have 
imagined I would have the patience for. 

My wife, who I met in the San Francisco Bay 
area in 1982, moved to the Pacific Northwest in 1983 to be closer to family in Bellingham. The first 10 years was in 
Seattle, then 21 years on our small farm in Stanwood. In 2014 we sold the farm and bought a small home in 
Anacortes. We love it and have no plans to live anywhere else. Currently our only child, a 29 year old daughter, is 
living with us while we all shelter from the Covid storm, and while she builds her online business. The three of us 
get along very well, and it has been a really great time for us renew our family relationship at new stages in our 
lives. 

In 2014 I retired from Boeing after 16 years as a project manager for twin-aisle airplanes. I enjoyed the challenges, 
opportunities to work with some really great customers, as well as excellent international travel perks. I don’t miss 
the steady pressure of the job, but overall felt it was very worth it. 

Post-retirement has still kept me very busy. Our home remodel is now complete (my wife will say “mostly”), our 
outdoor food-growing infrastructure is well-underway, and other longer-term outdoor projects (landscaping, more 
raised beds, carport, greenhouse, etc.) are still on the drawing board. 

I am a board member of Transition Fidalgo and Friends, a 501c3 organization, focusing on sustainability and 
community resilience. I have been elected to be their treasurer for next year. This year I helped launch a program 
where we installed 3 food stands for people to share free produce from their gardens, when they had excess. We 
plan to expand the program in 2021 as there is always a need, especially these days. My wife and I have experience 
growing food from earlier involvement during our farm years (farmers markets and CSA) so this program has been 
a good fit for me. 

I could go on, but will spare you more details. I don’t want to eat into anyone’s fly tying or fishing time. But suffice 
it to say that I plan to be an active member of FFF, with regular attendance at meetings, and committee involvement 
where possible. 

Thanks for welcoming me to the club! 
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Pictures of the Month: 
By: Bill Keeler 
 
 

 
 
New Member – Les Brooks with a nice fish on the St Joe. 
 
 
 
 
 


